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non oculis grata est Atthis, ut ante, meis,

atque aliae centum, quas hic sine crimine amavi....

(“my eyes joys not in Attis as once they did, nor in the
hundred other maids I loved here to my reproach,”

trans. Showerman)
FT4FATABIDLIICY y -2 FEEHS
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Forsitan et quare mea sint alterna requiras
carmina, cum lyricis sim magis apta modis.
flendus amor meus est — elegiae flebite carmen;

non facit ad lacrimas barbitos ulla meas.

(“Perhaps, too, you may ask why my verses alternate,
when I am better suited to the lyric mode. I must weep,
for my love — and elegy is the weeping strain; no lyre
is suited to my tears,” trans. Showerman)
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Erynna was the concubine of Sappho...who it is said
she used libidinously.... Ovid indicates that her poems
were lascivious.... [S]he did not fail to love [them] in
the manner of a man, but was with other women a
tribade, this is abusing them by rubbing, for tribein
[Greek] is to rub, which we say according to Juvenal
and Martial, and she was named by Horace mascula
Sappho....

(qtd. in Andreadis 29 —30)
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X N BTty R—DORMREF2H2T5 &
AR ERMLERETIS, AMrkELLTOYY
R—%iEx, 16HRRICRBENL X - TR v R—
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MIEENL DDk hIEL16954ETH S (Andreadis 38) o
L&L, BEOFXENLRIAS A ¥ 2 DOMmRE®R
DHTH L HhiFE- TV, 72k 21, 1721 L
DiZVar -y, dy R—-oBfHoHFEERD
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Nor Atthis, as she did of yore,
allures these eyes of mine.

Ne yet a hundreth mo

whom (shame ylayd aside)

I fancide erste....

LAL, 16395EDT 3y - ¥y —/NYDERTI,
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Vile Althis, once most gratefull in my sight,
And hundreds more with whom my sins are knowne.

1707 DR —TDERTIX, Vv R—DRHEEOHF
DER AN LREMT OHEN, LB THS,
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No more the Lesbian dames my passion move,
Once the dear objects of my guilty love....

A4 T4 TADEEBNIELICHKTHICETRA
Mo b, =a5R-F-=alb4® [brafit
#E3t) DER (1585) i, P ookl bHIARE
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[Slomtimes they do go 10. or 12. of them together, &
somtimes more in a company aswel Turks as Grecians,
& do familiarly wash one another, wherby it commeth
to passe that amongst the women of Levan[t], ther is
very great amity proceding only through the frequenta-
tion & resort to the bathes: yea & somtimes become so
feruently in loue the one of the other as if it were with
men, in such sort that perceiuing some maiden or
woman of excellent beauty they will not creaste[sic]
vntil they haue found means to bath with them, & to
handle & grope them euery where at their pleasures, so
ful they are of luxuriousness & feminine wantonnes:
Euen as in times past wer the Tribades, of the number
wherof was Sapho the Lesbian which transferred the
loue wherwith she pursued a 100. women or maidens
vpon her only friend Phaon.

(Nicholas de Nicholay, Nauigations into Turkie [1585]
60)
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“Immodest girl,” he said, “why art so rude

To woo? when virtuous women should be woo’d,

And scarce obtain’d by wooing.”

(William Bosworth, The Chast and Lost Lovers [1651])
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You kiss’d me hard, and call’d me Charming witch,
I can’t do’t now, if you wou’d kiss my Breech.
Then you not only lik’d my airy Voice,



But in my Fleshly part you did Rejoice;

And when you clasp’d me in your brawny clutches,
You swore I mov’d my Body like a Dutchess;

You clap’d my Buttocks, o’'re and o’re agen,

I can’t believe that I was crooked then.

(Alexander Radcliffe, Ovid’s travestie [1681])
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Sappho, as she was one of the wittiest Women that
ever the World bred, so she thought with Reason it
wou’d be expected she shou’d make some additions to
a Science in which all Womankind had been so suc-
cessful: What does she do then? Not content with our
Sex, she begins Amours with her own, and teaches us a
new sort of Sin, that was follow’d not only in Lucian’s
time, but is practis’d frequently in Turkey at this day.
(William Walsh, A Dialogue Concerning Women, Being
a Defence of the Sex [1691])
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We hear strange things about you, Leaina — that the
rich woman from Lesbos loves you as though she were
a man and that you live together and do heaven knows
what with each other.... They say that in Lesbos there

are masculine-looking women who refuse to have inter-
course with men, but who want to be with women as if
they themselves were men.

(Lucian, Dialogues of the Courtesans 5)
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Alas! a woman that attempts the pen,
Such an intruder on the rights of men,
Such a presumptuous creature is esteemed,
The fault can by no virtue be redeemed.
(qtd. in Spencer 5)
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We might well have call’d her the English Sappho, she
of all the female Poets of former Ages, being for her
Verses and her Vertues both, the most highly to be val-
ued.... And for her Vertues, they as much surpass’d
those of Sappho as the Theological do the Moral,
(wherein yet Orinda was not her inferior).

(Sir Charles Coterell, in Katherine Philips, Poems
[1667])
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They talk of Sappho, but, alas! the shame

IIl Manners soil the lustre of her fame.

Orinda’s inward Vertue is so bright,

That, like a Lantern’s fair enclosed light,

It through the Paper shines where she doth write,

Honour and Friendship, and the gen’rous scorn
Of things for which we were not born,

(Things that can only by a fond disease,

Like that of Girles our vicious stomacks please)

Are the instructive subjects of her Pen.

(Abraham Cowley, in Katherine Philips, Poems [1667])
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I do not know, by the Character that is given of her
Works, whether it is not for the Benefit of Mankind
that they are lost. They were filled with such bewitch-
ing Tenderness and Rapture, that it might have been
dangerous to have given them a Reading.

(Joseph Addison, Spectator 223, 15 Nov. 1711)
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Nor need we now from our own Britain rove
In search of genius, to the Lesbian grove,
Tho’ Sappho there her tuneful lyre has strung,
And amorous griefs in sweetest accents sung,
Since her, in Charles’s days, amidst a train
Of shameless bards, licentious and profane,
The chaste ORINDA rose; with purer light,
Like modest Cynthia, beaming thro’ the night:
Fair Friendship’s lustre, undisguis’d by art,
Glows in her lines, and animates her heart;
Friendship, that jewel, which, tho’ all confess
Its peerless value, yet how few possess!

(John Duncombe, The Feminiad [1754))
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Greece shall no more
Of Lesbian Sappho boast, whose wanton Muse,
Like a false Syren, while she charm’d, seduc’d
To guilt and ruin....
(Lord Lyttleton, “On Reading Mrs Carter’s Poems in
Manuscript” [1765])
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Such were the notes our chaster Sappho sung

And every Muse dropped honey on her tongue.
Blest shade! How pure a breath of praise was thine,
Whose spotless life was faultless as thy line

(Anna Aikin, “Verses on Mrs Rowe” [1773])
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Slander or Poison, dread from Delia’s Rage,

Hard words or hanging, if your Judge be Page.

From furious Sappho scarce a milder fate,

P—x’d by her Love, or libell’d by her Hate.
(Alexander Pope, Imitations of Horace, Book 11, Satires
I[1733)
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When I but call a flagrant Whore unsound,
Or have a Pimp or Flaterer in the Wind,
Sapho enrag’d crys out your back is round,
Adonis screams — Ah! Foe to all Mankind!

Thanks, dirty Pair! you teach me what to say,

When you attack my Morals, Sense, or Truth,

I answer thus — poor Sapho you grow grey,

And sweet Adonis — you have lost a Tooth.
(Alexander Pope, “To Ld. Hervey & Lady Mary
Wortley™)
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In vain you boast poetic names of yore,

And cite those Sappho’s we admire no more:
Fate doom’d the fall of ev’ry female wit,

But doom’d it then when first Ardelia writ.

Of all examples by the world confest,

I knew Ardelia could not quote the best;

Who, like her mistress on Britannia’s throne;
Fights, and subdues in quarrels not her own.

To write their praise you but in vain essay;

Ev’n while you write, you take that praise away:
Light to the stars the sun does thus restore,

But shines himself till they are seen no more.
(Alexander Pope, “Impromptu to Lady Winchilsea”)
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...in-crawl’d her own Imp
In a scaly small Body, contors’d like a Shrimp.
In a Rapture she stroak’d it, and gave it the Teat,
By the Suction to raise sympathetical Heat.
Then by Hecate she swore, she was sated with Men;,
Sung a wanton Sapphoic, and stroak’d it agen...
(William King, The Toast [1736])
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Not content with our Sex, begins Amours with her

own, and teaches the Female World a new Sort of Sin,
call’d the Flars, that was follow’d not only in Lucian’s
Time, but is practis’d frequently in Turkey, as well as
Twickenham at this Day.
(Anonymous, Satan’s Harvest Home :Or, the Present
State of Whorecraft, Adultery, Fornication, Procuring,
Pimping, Sodomy, and the Game at Flatts (Illustrated
by an Authentick and Entertaining Story), and other
SATANIC WORKS daily propagated in this good Prot-
estant Kingdom [1749]18)
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